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time, and we haven't got it. But there is nothing
for it but a petition. Here now, 111 write it myself
for you to spite that dog Fernando."
The Mudalali made Babun give him all the par-
ticulars, and he wrote the petition, and stamped
and posted it. He told Babun to come in again to
Kamburupitiya in ten days' time to see him about
it. He also gave him food, and made him sleep that
night in his verandah. The next day Babun, some-
what comforted, set out for his village. He was
very weary by the time that he reached it: he felt
that he could show little gain from his journey to
Silindu and Punchi Menika. Ruin seemed very
near to tuem. They could do little but sit gloomily
talking of their fears.
But Babehami and Fernando were meanwhile not
idle. The cunning headman and the townman, with
his energetic fertile mind, were a strong combina-
tion. On the morning after Babun's return to the
village a rumour spread through the village that the
headman's house had been broken into during the
night, and that Babehami had left at once to com-
plain to the Korala. Late in the afternoon of the
same day the Korala and Babehami arrived in the
village. They called to them three or four of the
village men, and went with them straight to Silindu?s
compound. The Korala, a fat, consequential, bully-